
Edith Roberts passed away two
years after fulfilling decades of keep-
ing the spirit of the Tuskegee Airmen
alive and spreading the word univer-
sally about history of the pioneers.

Ms. Roberts was the wife of Col.
George S. “Spanky” Roberts, one of
first five Negro Aviation Cadets that

graduated first class in the military on
March 7, 1942 — which was
also the same day the couple
married at Tuskegee Airfield in
Alabama.

On behalf of the Tuskegee
Heritage Chapter of Greater
Sacramento, Lanelle Brent and
Leigh Roberts, daughters of
George and Edit Roberts, host-
ed the 90-minute presentation
to a large group of fourth and
fifth-grade students at Cottage
Elementary School in the
Arden area.

“Yes,we’re still out here.We
have to do something with
these artifacts,” Ms. Brent told
The OBSERVER. “We’re not
going to just let them sit and
rot in house. We’ve
got to keep the lega-
cy alive (Ms.
Roberts) started
something that was
wonderful 35 years
ago.”

Col. Roberts was
born Sept. 24, 1918
in London, West
Virginia. He retired
from McClellan Air
Force Base in 1968
and passed away on
March 8, 1984. Ms.
Roberts, formerly
McMillan, left this
life two years ago at
the age of 96.

Ms. Brent went step by step of
explaining her father’s position as one
of the men that was in a Civilian Pilot
Training Program that was “designed
to fail,” she told the students.The pro-
gram was the first obstacle before
training as a cadet.

The discussion led to the condi-
tions the Tuskegee Airmen endured
and how the military was segregated,
a discriminitory practice many of the
students at the presentation were well
aware of the.

Ms. Brent also showed a mid-1980s

20-minute documentary video
that featured her father and other
Tuskegee Airmen. She also
showed the youngsters the train-
ing manual her father used to be
become an airmen.

Howard Williams, a member of
Tuskegee Heritage Chapter of
Greater Sacramento, also served
as a guest speaker. Williams’
father, Maj. James Williams Jr., was
a Tuskege Airman. Maj. Williams
and Col. Roberts are official

DOTAs — Documented Original
Tuskegee Airmen — who entered ser-
vice between 1942 and 1949.The few
that are still alive today would be in
the 90s.

Harold Williams, the scholarship
chair for the Heritage Chapter, said he
is still learning about his father, who
passed away July 16,2002 at the age of
79.

“I don’t want what he did go for
nothing,” Howard Williams said of his
father’s accomplishments. “I’m learn-
ing more and more about him every

time I go through his stuff. I’m
just amazed of what he and all the
Tuskegee Airmen had to endure.”

Williams relayed to the stu-
dents at Cottage Elementary that
they too can achieved success
like the Tuskegee Airmen.

“If there is something you
want to do, put your mind to it,”
he said.“Education is the key.”

There are 15,000 Tuskegee
Airmen members that consists of
pilots, bombardiers, engineers,
mechanics, cooks, nurses, cooks,
instructors, and crew chiefs.They
formed the 332nd Fighter Group
and 477th Bombarment Group of

the United States Army Air Force.
At Tuskegee, 992 pilots were

trained from 1941 to 1946. Of the 355
pilots deployed overseas, the
Tuskegee Airmen flew 1,578 combat
missions and conducted 179 bomber
escort missions. The Tuskegee
Airmen’s last missions were in the
Vietnam War, Ms. Leigh Brent said.

Hardly mentioned in history books,
the story of the Tuskegee Airmen is an
American legacy that should be told.

“As long as we’re capable, standing
upright, and I can continue to talk

we’re going to keep talking,” Ms.
Lanelle Brent said. “We are the
Tuskegee Heritage Chapter of Greater
Sacramento. Our founding members
are all direct decendants of original
Tuskegee Airmen.”

For more information about events,
bookings, and oral history, contact the
Tuskegee Heritage Chapter of Greater
Sacramento at info@taheritage.org of
call (916) 581-0824.
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A capitvating audience learns about the
history of Black aviators in the military. 

The students enjoy a
military medal that was
given to  Col. George S.
“Spanky” Roberts.

Lanelle Brent shows stu-
dents at Cottage Elementary
some Tuskegee Airmen photos.

Howard Williams, right, shows
one of the students his father’s
documents when he was a
Tuskegee Airman.

Leigh Roberts hands out
materials for future events
by the Tuskegee Heritage
Chapter of Sacramento.

OBSERVER Photos by ANTONIO R. HARVEY

 


